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Declaration of 



declare under penalty of peijury that the 


following is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and recollection. 


1. My date of birth is I am a native of Huehuetenango, Municipality of Cuilco, 

Guatemala. I lived with both my father mother I 

|H^|n Guatemala. My first language is the Mam language. I also speak Spanish as a second language 
and understand about 80 % of it. 

2. I left Guatemala on April 16 th , 2018.1 came to the United States with my father. We traveled for about 
eight days with a group of about fifty people, and crossed the border into Arizona, United States on 
about April 24 th , 2018. As we started walking on the road in the evening, we were immediately 
apprehended by Border Patrol and took us to the station. 

3. Once we arrived to the station, I was immediately separated from my father, not even permitted to hug 
my father goodbye. I was put in a room with other girls. Later than night, I was interviewed alone by the 
guards, and they took my finger prints. Then they asked me to sign a document that was read to me in 
Spanish. I was also told that my father was going to be deported right away to Guatemala and I was 
going to be sent to a special home for children. I asked if I could say goodbye to my father and they said 
no because they were transferring me immediately to the new home. 

4. A few hours later, at about 3 in the morning, I was taken to the airport with seven other children and we 
traveled by air to an unknown location. Then we landed at another airport and two additional children 
were put on the same plane as me. We traveled another three hours and landed in Miami, FL at about 
midnight. 

5. I was then transported to the Miami detention center and processed. I was given a medical check, they 
checked for lice on my head, they fed me, they gave me new clothing and shoes, and hygiene products 
to clean myself. I was then allowed to shower and went to sleep. 

6. The next morning, they gave me some vaccine shots and was later taken to see my social worker to be 
interviewed. 1 asked if 1 could speak to my father but they couldn’t connect me as they didn’t know his 
whereabouts; however, I was able to call my mother in Guatemala and speak to her for about ten 
minutes. 

7. At the interview with my social worker and counselor, I was asked if I had any family members in the 

United States and I told them that I had an aunt- Florida. A whole month went by 
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and I was finally able to speak to my aunt| m said she would help me and that she would take 

care of me. When my aunt H^H|spoke to my social worker, she was told by the social worker that 
since I did not know my aunt in person, they couldn’t release me to her because she was not blood- 
related. My aunt^^^^was married to mother’s brother and was a widow. 

8. I was then asked by my social worker if I had any other family members in the United States and 1 told 

them about my aunt also married t0 another of my mother’s brothers who is now 

deceased. My aunt A^^lives in South Carolina. My aunt A^flwas also told she could not care for 
me because we are not blood-related. 

9. My mother and my father are both in agreement that 1 live with my aunt A|||as I personally know 

her from Guatemala. My aunt has been trying to get the government to send me to her care but 

the social worker said I cannot be sent to her home because my aunt ^Ukves with three of her 
children and there is no space for me. 

10. My father recently tried to get a new sponsor for me but I don’t have the details yet so I don't know 
what is going to happen to me. I am really desperate. I have been here for over three months and still 
don’t know what is going to happen to me. My social worker and counselor have neither provided me 
with current information regarding my situation and when will I be released. 

11. At the current facility where I live I am properly fed and clothed and have no issues or concerns. I am 
permitted to speak to my parents on the phone for about 10 minutes; sometimes less. However, 1 am 
very sad and feel very bad. I feel very lonely and constantly cry. 1 have nightmares that wake me up and 
have frequent panic attacks. Since I have been here in Miami, I have had at least six panic attacks. It is 
also very hard to see other children leave the center and I am still here with no way to get out. 

I under penalty of peijury that the above declaration is true and 

complete to the best of my abilities. This declaration was provided in Spanish, a language in which I am fluent, 
and was read back to me in Spanish. 



II 31/ LSI 

Date 
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I, Marsha M. Mena, certify that 1 am fluent in English and Spanish and that I read the above declaration to 

lin Spanish. Executed this 31st of July, 2018, in Miami, Florida. 



HISPANIC FAMILY COUNSELING, INC. 
6900 S. Orange Blossom Tr. 

Orlando, FL 32809 


W?-' 3 / / 
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Declaration of J 
A NUMBER 



1, A declare under penalty of perjury that the following is 

true and the best of my knowledgeanarecollection. 

. My date of birth am from Guatemala. 

2. I am from a very rural place called Centro Aguacatilla in the Department of San Luis Peten. My first 
language is Que’qchi and I am just starting to learn how to understand and speak Spanish. I came here 
because I wanted to get to study. I wanted to go to school in Guatemala but the nearest school was two 
hours away and I had to walk on foot. I studied for three months but then I couldn’t handle walking so 
far anymore. I would like to study in the U.S. I am also afraid that I will owe a lot of money if I return. 
We borrowed money for my travel and I want to stay here so I can pay the money back. I don’t know 
what will happen if we cannot pay that money back. 

3. I crossed the U.S.-Mexico border on foot with my father,on May 25 th , 2018. We were 
apprehended by Border Patrol immediately. I’m not sure where we were in the U.S. when we crossed 
the border. After we were detained, I was separated from my father. I have not seen him since then. 


4. After we were detained, I was held in a tent for five days with many other young people. We were not 
allowed to leave the tents at all for the entire time that we stayed there - we were locked inside and could 
not go outside at all. We slept on mattresses on the floor. It was cold. I got a cold while I was there, and 
there was no one I could talk to for medical attention. Then I was told I would be sent somewhere else. I 
said I wanted to be with my father, but the immigration officials did not let me be with him or see him at 
all. They put me on an airplane and sent me to this facility - Homestead, in Florida. I was very 
disoriented because we flew in on the plane at night. 


5. I have been at the Homestead Detention Facility since May 30th, 2018. Most of the other girls in my 
dormitory speak many indigenous languages from different parts of Guatemala. Some of the girls here 
have fainting episodes when they hear the emergency sirens go off. I get about five minutes to shower in 
the morning. The staff have us get up, shower, and then go back to bed. At 9am we are called to get up 
and eat, and then we are sent to go to school in a group of 36 at 10am. We practice speaking and writing 
in English, and then we go to lunch. Afterwards, we return to school and study history and math. I’m 
part of a smaller group that is also studying dance. At 5pm, school ends. Then we have dinner and go to 
our rooms. We clean our rooms, pray, and residents talk to each other. I spend a lot of time praying each 
evening to ask God to make sure things turn out well, and asking that I am able to leave here and go to 
be with my uncle. I really miss my family and I want to be with them. I really want to leave here. 


6. I have an uncle who lives in New Jersey. His name is i 
brother. He has lived in the U.S. since I was 5 years ol 



ly uncle nas 


d he is my father's oldest 
so said he would like me to 


come live with him. I would like to go and live with him, and he would like me to live with him. I have 
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spoken with him several times by phone since arriving in Homestead, and he says that he would like me 
to live with him. I would like to live with him and with his daughter, my cousin, and with my uncle's 
wife. My father was deported back to Guatemala, so I have spoken with my mother an d my fathe r since 
being sent to Homestead. I have told my parents that I would like to live with my uncle^^^^^and my 
parents support that plan. I have told my social worker that 1 want to live with my uncle ^^^Jand my 
social worker told me to be patient. He said that we are waiting for my birth certificate to arrive from 
Guatemala. I did not bring any identity documents with me. My social worker told me that my parents 
have sent my birth certificate, and that they are sending the certificate to the state so the state can check 
it. I also have trouble understanding my social worker because he speaks Spanish and I am still learning 
Spanish, so it's hard to understand her. No one has explained other options for leaving this facility. They 
just tell me to be patient. I don’t know anyone here who has gotten to leave and be with their family. I 
feel sad because I want to go and be with my family. 

7. The Homestead facility is very secure. We are not allowed to go off grounds except with special 
permission and we must ask in advance. 1 have not gotten to leave at all. The people in charge have said 
that if you leave without permission, they will file a report against us. The doors are always locked. We 
also have “YCs” - that’s what they’re called. They accompany us for meals and tell us what we can do. 
They change throughout the day. We can't even go to the bathroom without a YC accompanying us. 

8. 1 don’t have a lawyer. I've never been given a list of lawyers. Staff here told me there are no lawyers in 
Homestead. 

9. I don't know whether the government has gotten permission from my parents to transfer me to 
Homestead. I also don't know if the government has gotten permission from my parents for anything. I 
was given medicine when I arrived in Homestead and I don't know if my parents gave permission for 
that. My parents have never mentioned anything about being asked permission by the government when 
I spoke to them briefly by phone. 

10. We are only allowed to talk on the phone for ten minutes at a time, twice a week. My social worker told 

me that rule. I have to go to see my counselor to use the phone. Sometimes, I use my ten minutes to talk 
to my father. Other times, I use five minutes to talk to my uncle and five minutes to call my 

parents. Calls are free. I wish I had much more time to talk to my parents. I miss them very much and I 
wish I could talk to them about my life here. I also wish I had more time to talk to them about my plans 
to live with my uncle Cesario, and to better understand what's happening. I would like to know whether 
I am going to get to live with my uncle soon, but there's not enough time to communicate. 


swear under penalty of peijury that the above declaration is true and complete to the best of 
my abilities. This declaration was provided in Spanish, a language that I am able to understand, and was read 
back to me in Spanish. 



7/31/2018 
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I, Denisse Centeno L amas, certify that I am fluent in English and Spanish and that I read the above declaration 
to Spanish. Executed this 31 of July, 2018 in Homestead, Florida. 


3\- v* 



Denisse Centeno] Lamas 

Hispanic Family'Counseling 

6900 S. Orange Blossom Trail, Suite 402 

Orlando Florida, 32809 
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Declaration of 



I, 

perjury th< 



declare under penalty of 


1. My date of birth is 



I am from Masaguara Intibuca, Honduras. I was raised by my 


father 



have no relationship with my mother. 


2. My Father and I left Honduras sometime in early May of this year to escape men in my town who 
wanted to take me with them to be their woman; they were constantly harassing us and making threats to 
my father that they were going to take me by force. They told my father that if he didn’t agree to turn me 
in to them, they will Kill us. They wanted to make me their woman and slave. My father and 1 were very 
fearful for our lives so we had no choice than to escape our hometown. 

3. I had a friend l|^^who was 14 years old just like me. Lf^Hwas also threatened a few months ago; 

her father had also been threatened that they were going to kill Ljj^^^nd him if she did not agree to be 
their woman; so I^^^^umed herself in to save her father’s life. She was taken by these men for about 
two months and then released. They abused her sexually and physically. returned home and was 

very depressed- she wanted to die. would say she was not the same any more after she was taken 

and sexually abused by these men. Shortly after kidnapping, my father made the decision that 

we need to flee Honduras for safety as we knew that the local authorities wouldn’t do anything for us. 

4. After leaving Honduras, we crossed through Guatemala and Mexico and finally made it to the U.S. 
border in Texas. I recall that we crossed the border in Texas at the end of may 2018. We crossed a river 
into the United States of America and walked for about 10 minutes. Soon after, we saw a truck 
approached us. It was border patrol. 1 was apprehended with my latherabout 6 
other people. The guards signaled to us to get on the back of the truck an^w^wer^ake^o the border 
patrol station. Once at the station, I was separated from my father in different cells but we could see 
each other from far. I was given a cookie and a drink by the border patrol guard. We were there for 
about 10 hours and then taken to another detention center- on the way there, I was reunited momentarily 
with my father as we traveled to the other center that we were being transferred to. 

5. We traveled by vehicle for about 10 minutes. Once we arrive to the other detention center, we were split 
again- I was put on a big cell with other children and my father was put on a separate cell with other 
men. Before that, we were inspected once again for medical issues, and they permitted me to shower. 
This was the only shower I took there for the time I spent at that center. I was also given temporary 
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clothing and my old clothing was taken to be laundered. I was fed and given an aluminum blanket. 

Aside from a towel to shower and the blanket, I was not given anything else. I was then provided with a 

mat and told to go to rest on the floor. 

6. 1 remember that I spent between 3-5 days there at this center. It was hard to remember with precision 
because everything seemed like one long night. I couldn t tell if it was day or night unless the guards 
opened the door and I could see the daylight. Once I was at this place, I was not able to speak to my 
father again or spend any time with him. I could see him from far as I would be picking up my food. My 
father would wave his hand from a distance, however we were not permitted to be together at any time. 

7. I remember that I was with at least 200 other children from ages 5 and up in the same giant cell. Many 
children were constantly crying. I tried calming them down on many occasions, as many of the young 
children were crying inconsolably. Some of the kids even slept close to me, as they were very afraid and 
very cold. Many kids also cried of hunger. 

8. On, or around June 2 nd , I was told during the night that I was going to be transferred to a group home 
where a guard stated that I was going to be better. I asked if I could say bye to my father before I left, 
and they told me I couldn’t do it. A few hours later, I was told to stand up and stand in line, and was 
given a new pair of shoes and told to get in a van. We were six children in total who were being 
transferred. I tried asking more information as to the whereabouts of my father but was told by a male 
guard not to worry that my father would eventually reunite with me. 

9. After this facility, I was sent to my current facility in Miami, FL. I have been here for about 58 days. 

Conditions at this location have been good; I have been fed enough, have been given warm clothing and 
I have received support from a counselor and a social worker. _ 

10. About three days after having arrived to Miami, I was permitted to call a family member- 
hose telephone number I had memorized. 1 asked him about my father, however he had no 

jain, and he 


information about my father. Three days later, I was able to call my cousin | 
informed me that my father had been deported back to Honduras. I asked my cousin to get in touch with 
my father, and provide me with a phone number the next time I was given the opportunity to call, so I 
could get in touch with him. 

11. Before speaking to my father, my counselor asked me if I had any family members who could care for 


me. My cousin I 


Ranted to help me but he was asked for passport and other documents that he 


didn’t have, so he was told he couldn’t take me in. So, 


said that another cousin 


Icould 


take care of me and that they were going to speak to my father about it. 
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12. It took a few days for my cousirH|^Jo^ge/my father’s number and I was finally able to contact him. 
My father gave me permission to go to my cousinin Dover, New r Jersey, since 1 did not 
want to return to my hometown in Honduras, due to fear for my life. 

13. My counselor told me that I had a few options for my current situation- that I could be returned to 

Honduras to rejoin my father, or that 1 could be sent to the home of family members. 1 told her that I 
wanted to go to my cousin in New Jersey. 

14 Since then, my cousin^^^^Bias been try ing to gel the government to release me to him. I was told by 
my case worker that the delay in my release has been due to the fact that my cousin^^^^Blives by 

so^^necds Aunt 

father’s sister) to move in with him so they can release me to both of them. My understanding is that 
they are preparing all of the documentation so I could be released to them. 

15.1 recall that last week I was given a presentation by a person at the center while I was attending my 
educational classes. Two counselors came to speak to the whole group of girls about a case called Flores 
and they indicated that if we wanted to speak to an attorney, we needed to sign up right away. 

16. This facility is secured and I cannot freely walk without been escorted by an adult person. All children 
are put into groups of 12 children. 

17. My father has spoken to my counselor and social worker and has confirmed that he is in agreement with 
letting me be released to him. 

18. Since I have been at the Miami center, 1 have talked to father twice per week for about 4 minutes each 
time and the remaining 6 minutes- I use it to call my cousin and my aunt to find out what is going on 
with my case. 1 am sad that there has not been any progress on my case- it seems like is not moving 
forward. I want to leave this place as soon as possible. 


19. To this day, 1 have no idea when I will be released to the care of my cousin| 
in New Jersey. 


land mv auntl 


I, under penalty of perjury that 

declaration is true and complete to the best of my abilities. This declaration was provided in Spanish, a language 

in which I am fluent, and was read back to me in Spanish. 



07/M 12012, 

Date 
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I, Marsh a M. Mena, certify that I am fluent in English and Spanish and that I read the above declaration to 

n Spanish. Executed this 31st of July, 2018, in Miami, 




HISPANIC FAMILY COUNSELING, INC. 
6900 S. Orange Blossom Tr. 

Orlando, FL 32809 
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Declaration of 



I, 

is true and 


d coffici to m^uesTO^mj'KnowH 


1. My date of birth is 


edge and recollection. 

I am from Guatemala. 


| declare under penalty of perjury that the following 


2. I left my home town of Peten, Guatemala with my father. As a farm worker, it was hard for him to make 
money. Both of us left in part in order to help out our family financially. My fatherhas a sister 
and brother in Nebraska, and we planned to travel there. But once we crossed the U.S. border, CBP 
apprehended us immediately (but I don’t remember where). 


3. Within hours, we were informed that the U.S. Government would separate us. I was scared that I’d 
never see my father again. 


4. For 3 days, CBP had me incarcerated in a cold facility surrounded full of kids living in cages. We were 
only fed crackers and soup. After three days of being at this place, I was sent by van and plane to the 
Homestead, FL detention center. 


5. I’ve been at this facility approximately just over 2 months. In that time. I’ve had communication with 
my aunt in Nebraska and parents back home in Guatemala. After being captured at the border and being 
separated from each other, my father arrived back in Guatemala after one month of being detained and 
separated. 

6. I was never informed that I had the right under the Flores Settlement Agreement to be released to my 
aunt in Nebraska. All I was told in the two months I’ve been here is that the Government is waiting for 
my fingerprints. I’m happy being at this detention center, but I miss my parents. I’d like to be released to 
my aunt because I could study and work. 

7. Homestead Detention Facility houses over approximately 1294 kids. There are 770 male youth and 522 
females. The facility has a 12 to 1 staff to resident ratio. With these many kids at this facility, the place 
is managed with strict guidance and security. We get toiletries and clothes to wear (pants, shirts, shorts, 
socks, underwear). 

8. I am not allowed to leave when I want to. While tire doors are not locked, there is security all over the 
facility. I’ve never been told what would happen if I try and leave the facility, but we are given a verbal 
list of rules to follow. 


9. I do not have a lawyer. 
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10. To my knowledge, ORR has not sought parental consent for any of my transfers and while here. I’ve 
needed medical attention for a cist growth on my lip. I was given medicine as a follow up, but at no time 
were my parents asked permission for this medical procedure. 

11. Since I’ve being here, I have talked to my mother and father 8 times and I am only allowed to talk to 
them on scheduled time twice a week for ten minutes. It is not enough time. I would like to talk to them 
some more. 

12.1 have no idea how long I might be here at this facility in Homestead, Florida and no one has given me 
an update as to my detention situation. 



1 - 

complete to 


le best of my 


and was read back to me in Spanish. 


__ swear under penalty of perjury that the above declaration is true and 
ilities. This declaration was provided in Spanish, a language in which I am fluent, 



V/ 2 o iff 

July 31, 2018 
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Certificate of Translation 


I, Karla De Anda, certify that I am fluent in English and Spanish and that I read the above declaration to Y| 


mJ 


lin Spanish. Executed this 31th day of July in Homestead, Florida. 



122 E. Colonial Drive, Ste. 100 
Orlando, Florida 32801 
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Declaration of 



NUMBER 



I,c| 

the followi 



(A number 


and correct to 
1- My date of birth is^H 



declare under penalty of perjury that 


st of my knowledge and recollection. 
I am from Guatemala. 


2. I was apprehended by Border Patrol with my father,^^^^round June 10 lh , 2018, shortly after we 
crossed the U.S.-Mexico border into Texas. We were transported by bus and our documents were taken 
away and held elsewhere. 


3. We were taken to a place that was about 30 minutes away from where we were detained. People who 
were detained there called this place 'fthe freezer” because it is very cold there. I was separated from my 
father and placed with other minors. I haven’t seen my father since we were separated. 1 couldn’t sleep 
at night because it was so cold. They gave us silver emergency blankets but we had to sleep on the floor 
without mattresses. I was not given a change of clothes and was not allowed to shower. They gave us 
two bottles of juice a day, and burritos for each meal. I was hungry. I felt very bad to be apart from my 
father. On the first day, there were many other children; the second day just three; and the final day, 1 
was alone. I felt sad being by myself. I missed my father. 

4. After three days, I was driven three hours to a large cage inside a tent. 1 was held in the cage for two 
days. There were different cages for adults and for youth, and different cages for women and men. I was 
held there for two days. On the second day, at 6pm, they took a group of young people to the airport and 
told us they were taking us to Miami, Florida. I was worried because 1 didn’t have my dad with me. 

5. I arrived here at the Homestead detention center on June 16 th . I have been at Homestead for 46 days. 
When 1 arrived, they gave us nine vaccines and they also took our blood. After 40 days here, they gave 
us six more vaccines and said they were vitamins and other things to prevent illness. I have also been 
given eye drops because my eye is red and irritated. I also have leg pain from a previous injury and they 
have given me a wrap to use to wrap my leg. 

6. I would like to leave here to be with my uncle, who lives in Atlanta. He 

married and has a wife and four children. I know him well because we used to live close to each other in 
Guatemela. We have a good relationship. He would like me to be released to live with him. My social 
worker told me that they are waiting to receive digital fingerprints from my uncle. However, I spoke to 
my uncle and he said he sent in his fingerprints 30 days ago. I know another person who has been held 
here for 100 days, and in his case it took about 70 days for the digital fingerprints to arrive. I also have 
an adult cousin namedjj^^vho also lives in Atlanta with my uncle. I haven’t been able to get 
information from my social worker for 20 days, because my old social worker left and when I called the 
new social worker, she didn’t answer. I will keep calling. No one has told me when I will get to leave 
here. 1 d like to leave here to be with my uncle, and to study. My parents want me to live with him. My 
parents gave permission, and my social worker spoke with my mother and she gave permission to the 
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social worker to release me to my uncle. After waiting for so long, I feel hopeless and sad because 1 
haven’t seen my family in so long. 

7. I can’t leave this facility. People who try to escape are always caught, and my friends tell me that if you 
are caught, you get sent to another place. The adults here have told us if we try to escape, we will be sent 
to a place with more laws where it would be harder to escape. However, it is already hard to escape. 
There are gates and walls that surround this place. You can only leave the buildings in a group, w ith 
permission, to do recreation in the yard. However, you aren’t allowed to go outside the walls. You have 
to ask permission from the supervisors with the red hats to go get water, and you have to get permission 
from the YCs to use the bathroom. 

8. I don’t have an attorney. A counselor told me I could look for a lawyer once I am released from here. 

9. I don’t know if my family was asked permission by ORR to send me to this detention facility, or the 
other facilities where 1 have been held. My family didn’t know I was here until I called them the day 
after 1 arrived here, and they were surprised. 

10. We are only allowed to talk to our families by phone twice a week, for ten minutes. I speak for five 
minutes with my mother, and five minutes with my uncle. If I had more time, I could ask my mother 
how she is, and tell her what’s happening here. 1 wish 1 could talk to her more to get support. I feel bad 
not being able to talk to my uncle. 1 would like to ask him if he knows what’s happening with my case, 
and to know how he’s doing, but there isn’t time. 


_swear under penalty of peijury that the above declaration is true 

complete to tTT^es^Hn^^Huities^This declaration was provided in Spanish, a language in which 1 
and was read back to me in Spanish. 


and 

am fluent. 



Date 
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Certificate of Translation 


I, Elizabeth K 



that I am fluent in English and Spanish and that I read the above declaration to 

in Spanish. Executed this 1 st of August in Homestead, CA. 



Elizabeth 

Volunteer Attorney, Geordetbwn Law 

600 New Jersey Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20001 
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A NUMBER 




A number! 


I, declare under penalty of perjury that 


the following is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and recollection. 


1. My date of birth is 


am from Guatemala. 


2. In part, I left because I was targeted by gang members who beat me. 

3. My father,^^^^Hind I crossed the border in November 2016 and presented ourselves to immigration 
officials. W^werc detained together for 10 days, where we were interviewed and fingerprinted. My 
father and I were then taken to Naples, FL. We lived together until June 11,2018. About 6 months ago, 
my 17-year-old cousin came to the U.S. to live with us. On June 11, 2018, immigration officials called 
us and told us that we needed to come to an appointment in Ft. Myers, FL. On Tuesday, June 12, 2018, 
before we had a chance to go, immigration officials came to our house and detained us. They took us to 
Ft. Myers and checked our fingerprints. Officials separated me from my father and my cousin and I 
stayed in a hotel in Naples, FL that night. On June 13, 2018, my cousin and I were brought to the 
Homestead Temporary Shelter for Unaccompanied Children. 


4. On July 22, 2018, after 40 days of bei ng in Homestead , they told me to pack my tilings because I was 
being transferred to see my sponsor, my pastor in Naples, FL who is a friend of my 

family. But this was a lie. Instead they took me on a plane to BCFS Texas Harlingen, a detention for 
children in Texas. I was confused as to why they were taking me on a plane, since my sponsor lives in 
Naples, FL. They told me I was going to be reunited with my father. I told them that this was not 
possible since he had already been deported. I knew this because my mom had told me over the phone. 
They took me anyway. When I arrived I told the officials again that my father had already been 
deported. I was only there for four days and then they brought me back. The conditions at that center 
were worse than in Homestead. They barely gave us any food, just salad and rice with beans. 1 was only 
given meat one time in the four- days I was there, it was chicken. They would also wake us up in the 
morning and made one of the five of us who shared a room mop the floors before we could go eat 
breakfast. 


5. On July 27, 2018,1 was returned to the Homestead Temporary Shelter for Unaccompanied Children. 

6. I have told the counselor and social worker at the center that I want to be released to 

No one has confirmed to me that this will happen or when. My mom sent a power of 
sponsor gave her fingerprints. I have spoken on the phone with my sponsor and she told me that they are 
asking her for more photos of us together. But we only ha ve two. I am not sure what is going to happen. 
My cousin also wanted to be released to the social worker told my cousin that he 

had only known my pastor for 5 or 6 montns^mcnnt^was not enough to be released to her. 

7. At this facility, I am not allowed to move around alone. I am always accompanied. The dorms do not 
have doors. Only the dining hall and the area where we make phone calls have doors and those are not 
locked. We have not been told what will happen if we try to leave the facility. 


attorney and my 
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8. I have not spoken an immigration attorney. #-27070 

9. I am not aware that my parents signed a parental consent form for my transfer to Texas. I don’t think my 
father signed because he had been deported to Guatemala on July 12, 2018. 

10.1 am given two calls a week. I have taken advantage of this each week since being here. Sometimes I 
have to use one of the two weekly calls to call my sponsor. We are only given 10 minutes for the call. If 
I talk longer than 10 minutes I am sometimes told my time is over. I wish I could talk to my parents for 
longer, 10 minutes is too little. I tell my parents how I am doing. I ask them when I can get out and if 
they have spoken to my sponsor. 


swear under penalty of perjury that the above declaration is true and 
complete to the best of my abilities. This declaration was provided in Spanish, a language in which I am fluent, 
and was read back to me in Spanish. 



flS/et Izoif, 

August 1, 2018 
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CertificafefrFffi^nslation 


I, Karla De 

Cl 



I am fluen t in English and Spanish and that I read the above declaration to 
in Spanish. Executed this 1 st of August in Miami, Florida. 


Larla De Anda 
Florida Legal Services, Inc. 

122 E. Colonial Drive, Ste. 100 
Orlando, FL, 32801 
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Dcciarati on of 

A number 



A number! 


following is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and recollection. 


I, declare under penalty of perjury that the 


1. My date of birth is 


ll am from Guatemala 


2. I was apprehended with my father and five other people. We were taken into custody by border patrol 
shortly after crossing into the United States somewhere in Texas on or about May 22, 2018. We were 
taken to a large house that had many people, perhaps as many as at Homestead. We slept on mattresses 
on the floor in one large room, with a thin gray nylon cover for sleeping. 


3. After two days I was taken to Homestead, and have been here for 71 days. 

4- M\ adult cousin. Iocs in Alabama, and is a legal resideni of the l 'niled States 1 would 

like to be released t^nn^an^ie has applied to allow me to be released to him The staff at Homestead 
has not kept me informed on a regular basis of the status of that application. I spoke with 
recently, and he told me he is waiting for the staff at Homestead to send him the fingerprint card that is 
required for me to be able to live with my cousin. 


5. I do now know whether the government sought my parents’ permission before they sent me to 
Homestead. 

6. 1 have needed to see a doctor just once since I came to Homestead. I had a stomach ache, and she gave 
me some medicine. The doctor did not ask my parents for permission or consent before giving me the 
medicine. 


7. I am allowed to use the telephone for 10 minutes, twice a week, on Mondays and Wednesdays. 1 am 
allowed to speak on the phone only in the presence of the social worker. Since coming to Homestead 1 
have talked often with my mother and father (who has since returned to Guatemala). But if we try to call 
my mother, and she does not answer, I have to wait until my next phone day to call. 


|swear under penalty of peijury that the above declaration is true and complete to 
the best of my abilities. This declaration was provided in Spanish, a language in which I am fluent, and was 
read back to me in Spanish. 



%A/gv> \Y 

Date 


Page 1 of 2 


Page 364 







Case 2:85-cv-04544-DMG-AGR 
Certificate of Translation 


Document 547-5 Filed 05/31/19 Page 36 of 97 Page ID 
#:27074 


I. Denisse C. Lamas, certify that I am fluent in English and Spanish and that I read the above declaration to 

Spanish. Executed this 1 st of August, 2018 in Homestead, Florida. 



Denisse C. 

6900 S. Orange B(lossom Trail 
Suite 402 

Orlando, FL 32809 
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El 


Declaration of 

, A Numberl 



is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and recollection. 


, declare under penalty of perjury that the following 


1. Mydate of birth is I 


I am from El Salvador. 


2. When I lived in El Salvador, three friends introduced me by phone to a leader of MS-13. The leader told 
me I needed to join MS-13, and that if I didn’t they would kill me. I told my father about this 
conversation. He and I agreed that we would not be safe from MS-13 in El Salvador. Thus, we decided 
to flee to the United States. Both my mother and my father have brothers who live in the United States 
legally in California. 


3. I was apprehended with my father| 


It were taken into custody by border 
patrol shortly after crossing into the United States near San Diego, CA, on or about May 25, 2018. We 
were taken to Yelera de Sandiego, where 1 was separated from my father. The facility where I was held 
did not allow any light from outside. It was cold. We were given mattresses on the floor to sleep on, and 
thin covers for when we sleep. The material was green and scratchy. 


4. After 8 days, another person who was being detained at Yelera told me that my father had been 

transferred to another facility. I was not told where. I asked the guards where my father was transferred, 
and they told me only that he had been transferred. On June 3, 2018 I was transferred to the facility 
where I am now, in Homestead, Florida. I was told that I was being sent to Homestead because, “they 
always send them here.” When I arrived at Homestead, I was told I would be here for a month or less. 


5. I have been here at Homestead since June 3, 2018. 


I would like to live with my father's brother. lives in the San Jose area of 

California, and is a legal resident of the U n itec^tatesTumaemand that my uncle has submitted 
paperwork to allow me to live with him. At one point during my stay here a social worker told me that I 
would soon be able to leave Homestead. When time passed and I was not allowed to leave, I was 
reassigned to a different social worker. I was told by someone who works at Homestead that I would be 
reunited with my father on June 25 or 26. But that did not happen. Since then, I have not been told when 
I would be able to leave Homestead. And I have not been provided with an update on the status of any 
efforts to reunite me with my father, or to allow me to live with my uncle in California in more than 3 
weeks. 


7. I do not know whether the government sought consent from my father to transfer me to Homestead. 

8. Since being here I have talked to my father twice. But I do not remember the last time I spoke with him. 
I am allowed 10 minutes of phone time, twice per week, which I use to speak with my mother and my 
uncle Jose. 
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| swear under penalty of perjury that the above declaration is true and 
complete to the best of my abilities. This declaration was provided in English, a language in which I am not 
fluent, and was read back to me in Spanish. 



8/ifoi3 

Date 


Certificate of Translation 


I. Denis se C. Lamas, certify that 1 am fluent in English and Spanish and that I read the above declaration to 

Spanish. Executed this 1 st day of August. 2018 in Homestead. Florida. 





Jenisse C. Lartias 
Hispanic Faitfily Counseling 
6900 S. Orange Blossom Trail 


Suite 402 

Orlando, FL 32822 
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I, 


ll| | | 

vimns tru 


|(A number 


the followingTstrue and correct to the best of my knowledge and recollection. 



declare under penalty of perjury that 


1. My date of birth is 


1 am from Guatemala. 


2. I was contacted and taken into custody by Border Patrol shortly after crossing into the United States on 
or about June 1 st , 2018. 1 don’t know where we entered into the U.S. I was apprehended with my father 
and my cousin. However, when we were caught, my father was separated from us. My cousin D^^^s 
16 and so we were detained and placed together with other young people who were between about 10 
and 17 years old. The government agents asked me my name and asked for my papers, where 1 was from 
and what religion I was. 1 was not asked about asylum. We were taken to a facility by car and held for 
two days. While we were there, we also were not given access to sufficient food or beverages. We were 
only given juice twice a day and no other liquids. When we asked for something more to drink, the 
Border Patrol agents told us that we had to drink dirty wash water (“agua de chorro”) if we wanted 
anything more to drink. We only had microwave ramen to eat. and the Border Patrol agents didn’t cook 
it fully so it was hard to eat. 1 was very hungry and thirsty, especially at night. I also felt terrible because 
the Border Patrol agents said hurtful things, telling us we should have stayed in our countries. I knew my 
father was being held in the same facility, because I could see him through a glass wall that separated 
the adults from the children. Then I was taken from my cell. I begged to see my father before I left. At 
first the Border Patrol told me no, but finally someone let me sec him. I only got to talk to him for about 
eight minutes. 1 was held there for two days, and we were not given a change of clothing until we left. 
My cousin E^^^xperienced these conditions with me. 


3. Then I was put in a car to be taken somewhere else, although no one told me where 1 was being taken. 
They drove me for four or five hours to Arizona -1 figured out I was in Arizona because I saw a sign 
along the way. The people who transported me gave me food and water, and transported me to a house, 
where I stayed for one hour. Then the same people drove me to the airport. I still didn’t know where I 
was being taken. My cousin E^^^vas also transported at the same time. 

4. I arrived at Homestead detention center on June 2, 2018. My cousin Djj^^vas also brought to 
Homestead at the same time. I have been here for 62 days. 

5. 1 would like to be released to my adult cousin, who lives in Tennessee. My cousin D|^Jwho 
arrived at the same time as me, was released 20 days ago to live with However, she was released 
20 days ago, while I'm still here. I miss her a lot, because D^^|like a sister t o me. I don’t understand 
why D|Hwas released when I was not. My social worker.^^^| says that D^|was released 
because she came alone, hut I came with my father, and so it’s more complicated for me to be released. 
My social worker also says she is waiting for an email from someone to provide permission for my case 
to conti nue a nd so I can leave. My parents have provided a letter of permission for me to live with my 
cousin and F^Jhas agreed that I can be released to her. My social worker ^^|told me about 20 
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days ago that my case was finished and that soon I would be able to leave - we just had to wait to get 
approval from the government. She had processed my case together with I thought I would be 

able to leave t ogether with Then, about a week and a half ago. I was sent to talk to another social 

worker named m, that m\ case a as different, and that there was a court decision that 

would take place on July 26 th , and afterwards I would probably be released. I thought I would be 
released on the 26 th . but I wasn’t. Then my other social worker told me that she hadn't heard anything, 
and my transfer still isn’t approved. My mom is so worried about me and I feel so sad because I don't 
want her to worry but I don’t know why I'm stuck here. I pray to God that 1 get to leave here. I feel so 
alone, especially now that my cousin C^^^ras left and I am still here. It's hard to concentrate, and 1 
often think, “not another day living here.” I feel sad and hopeless because I don’t know when I will be 
released or why I haven't been released. 


6. We aren’t allowed to leave the grounds of this facility - it’s closed and gated. We are allowed to go 
outside of the buildings from about 6pm-6:30pm, but not to leave the grounds. There are strict rules for 
when we are supposed to be in bed, at school, and in every part of the campus here. We have to listen 
when we are told to go places and to follow the rules. The staff here have told us that if we don’t listen 
or obey the rules, they will have to file a report and that this report will follow us. The YC’s here say 
that they would have to file a report because they are following orders from their supervisors, and those 
are the orders they have been given. Yesterday, a boy tried to run away right in front of me, and the 
security guards chased him around the comer of a building, and then 1 saw them walking him back a 
little later. I could understand why he wanted to mn away - we’ve been held here for so long. It feels 
like we are prisoners because we have been here for so much time. 

7. I don’t have a lawyer. I have not spoken to any legal counselor or been told about any legal rights. 

8. I don't know if ORR asked for permission to me to be transferred. My parents have given permission for 
me to be released to my adult cousin. 

9. I am only allowed to talk to my family twice a week, for ten minutes. However, sometimes it's less time 
because the staff tells us to hurry up and let other young people make phone calls. This week, 1 didn't 
get to call my mom because wc had a fire drill during the time that was allocated for my call. I dearly 
wish 1 had more time to talk to my mom. I would love to talk to my mom for hours at a lime. 1 want to 
know if she’s ok, if she’s sick, how my siblings and grandparents are doing. Getting to talk to my mom 
would help me feel better, and help me be patient with being stuck here and depressed. Right now, I 
don't have time to tell her anything about what’s happening or about the conditions here. We just have a 
little bit of time to talk about whether I’ll be released, and I’m just having to constantly tell her that I 
don’t know when I’ll be released. 


swear under penalty of perjury that the above declaration is true 
complete to the best of my abilities. This declaration was provided in Spanish, a language in which I 
and was read back to me in Spanish. 


and 

am fluent. 



taJnl Ilk 

August 1, 2018 
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Certificate of Translation 


I, Elizabeth Kugler. certify that I am fluent in English and Spanish and that 1 read the above declaration to 


H 


in Spanish. Executed this 1 of August in Homestead, Florida. 



Elizabeth Kudler / 

Volunteer AVomey, Georgetown Law 

6711 Westmoreland Ave, Takoma Park, MD 20912 
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Declarati on of 

A NUMBER 



A number! 


I, declare under penalty of perjury that the 


following is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and recollection. 


1. My date of birth is 


I am from Honduras. 


2. In part, I left Honduras because a gang targeted my family, and tried to kill my father. 


3. I was apprehended with my father, E^^J I think it was in June, but I am not sure. My father and I were 
separated by immigration officials. They didn’t even give us a chance to say goodbye. Immigration lied 
to me and my dad. They told us I would only be separated from my dad just one day. A week after we 
were apprehended he was deported. 


4. I spent the night of my apprehension in a place we called “la hielera” (“the ice box”) in Texas, where 
there were many women sleeping in bunks or wherever they could find. I slept on the floor, wherever I 
could find room, with nothing but an aluminum blanket. 


5. The next morning I was taken to a detention center we call “la peirera” (“the dog pound”), which is a 
detention center where they keep different populations in different “jaulas” (“cages”) in Houston, Texas. 
I was given a blanket there. I spent four days there. 


6. On June 15,1 was brought to the Homestead Temporary Shelter for Unaccompanied Children. I do not 
remember the exact day. Here I have a room with a bed, and clothes. We are watched all day. The food 
is ok, but the breakfast dull and does not change. We have eggs every day. I don’t like the rules here, 
they are very complicated. They make us stay in our beds whenever we are in the room. They won’t let 
us sit on the ground or be anywhere else. I don’t like this because I am sweaty after lunch and I don’t 
want my bed to get dirty. They also do not give us enough time every day to get ready for bed. They turn 
off the lights even if you are still showering or getting ready. About 17 days ago, one of my friends fell 
and broke her arm when they turned off the lights while she was still showering. Another thing I don’t 
like is that every morning they look through all of my things, because some of the girls have been hiding 
makeup and beauty products. I feel this is an invasion of my privacy. 


7. I have been at the Homestead Temporary Shelter for Unaccompanied Children since June 15, 2018. 


8. I wish to leave here, I have been here for very long. I have not been told when I will be released. My 
uncle, J^, and my aunt, N^^J are going to be my sponsors. They live in Wisconsin. They both got 
their fingerprints done but tn^results have not come back. My dad signed a power of attorney. No one at 
this center has told me how long this process will take. No one has explained my options for release to 
me. 


9. There is a lot of security here. Even to go to the bathroom, you need to go with someone (“the YC”). 
They say they have security guards surrounding the building. Even to go from the school to the cafeteria 
they have to scan your ID. They did not tell me what would happen if we tried to leave, but I believe if I 
try to leave I would be reported and it would have legal consequences. When I first arrived I was given 
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documents in Spanish that had phone numbers' ancl^what to do when you go to court. I was not given 
information on how to file a grievance. 


10.1 met with a legal assistant from Americans for Immigrant Justice. 


11.1 do not know if my father signed a parental consent form for my transfer. 


12.1 am allowed to make phone calls two days a week. But we are only given 10 minutes. It’s an injustice. I 
often don’t have enough time to say everything. I would be happier even with 5 or 10 minutes more. It is 
also difficult because if I call my dad. then I don't have time to call my sponsors, and vice versa. I ask 
my dad how he is doing and I tell him I miss him. 


swear under penalty of perjury that the above declaration is true and complete 
5est of my abilities. This declaration was provided in Spanish, a language in which I am fluent, and was 
read back to me in Spanish. 



August A, 2018 


Page 2 of 3 


Page 375 





Case 2:85-cv-04544-DMG-AGR Document 547-5 Filed 05/31/19 Page 47 of 97 Page ID 

Certificate ffi¥lf{nslation 


I, Karla De Anda, certify that I am fluent in English and Spanish and that I read the above declaration to 

Spanish. Executed this 1 st of August in Miami, Florida. 



Florida Legal Services, Inc. 

122 E. Colonial Drive, Ste. 100 
Orlando, FL, 32801 
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A NUMBER 



), declare under penalty of 


perjury that the following is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and recollection. 


My date of birtlmsj 
my mother 
have not seen him or met him. 


1 am from POT RERILLOS CORTES, HONDURAS. 1 was raised by 
My father lives in the U.S. in Wilmington, NC, and I 


2. I left my town in Honduras because my mother was afraid that my older brother and I would be killed by 
a gang due to trouble at our school. Our dad lives in Wilmington, NC, and we were given permission 
by my mother to go and see him. My paternal grandfather provided us with an address of where my 
father resides in North Carolina. Our mom paid a coyote to bring my brother and me through Guatemala 
and Mexico, and then into the U.S. w ith the hope of finding our way to our Dad, so we could be safe. 

3. My brother 

us all the way until we reached Mexico, and eventually directed us to walk towards Texas. We traveled 
for about three hours later where my brother Jose and I were stopped by border patrol. This was on July 
27, 2018 and we arrived at this detention center In Homestead, FL on July 30, 2018. 


land I came alone with the Coyote. The coyote accompanied 


4. I have been at this current facility for three days. 

5. This facility is not secured, but I have been told that if I leave I will be reported and it will delay my 
eventual release. 

6. I do not have a lawyer. 

7. Since being here I have talked to my father one time for ten minutes. I had to share the ten minutes 
with my brother M^^| I want to talk to my Dad more. 

8. I understand my Dad is ready, willing and able to take care of my brother and me, and that he is ready to 
come pick us up as soon as we are released. 


| swear under penalty of perjury that the above declaration is true and 
complete to the best of my abilities. This declaration was provided in Spanish, a language in which 1 am fluent, 
and was read back to me in Spanish. 



6 hihoifi 

Date 
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Certificate of Translation 


I, MARSHA MENA, certify that I am fluent in English and Spanish and that I read the above declaration to 

Spanish. Executed this I s1 of August in Homstead, FL. 


HISPANIC FAMILY COUNSELING 
6900 S. ORANGE BLOSSOM TR. 
ORLANDO, FL 32809 
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of 

A NUMBER 


I, K^1_ 
following is true an 



(A number 


|), declare under penalty of perjury that the 


est of my knowledge and recollection. 


1 . 

2. 


My 


date of birth is 



I am from Guatemala. 


My father.^^^^Hand I presented ourselves to immigration in May 2018.1 do not remember the day 

They separatecnnHmd took me to a place we called “la hielera” for about 10 hours. Then they took us 
both to a place we called “la perrera,” but we were not kept in the same place. That was on a Monday. 
On Tuesday, they asked all of the children who had come with their parents to come with an officer. 
They gave us a chance to talk to our parents. That was the last time I saw him. I was only given around 
10 minutes. I was at “la perrera” for four days. 


3. On May 24, 2018,1 was brought to Homestead Temporary Shelter for Unaccompanied Children. I have 
been there ever since. 

4. The plan is for me to go with my cousin, A^|She did all of the paperwork and we are waiting for 
approval. My cousin and 1 were told that the government would let us know by July 26, 2018, whether I 
would be released to her. But that day passed, and I haven’t heard anything. 


5. When I arrived here they told us the rules. No one has told me what would happen if I tried to leave. The 
food is so-so. The people who watch me are women. There is one staff member in the morning, one in 
the afternoon, and one in the evening. The evening person stays outside the room. Whenever we are in 
the rooms we are not allowed to walk around, we have to stay in our beds. Yesterday someone came and 
searched our suitcases while we were gone. This was the first time it happened. I had yam to make 
bracelets and they took it from me. Many others had things taken from them. 


6. We are only given 15 minutes to eat. If you aren’t done it doesn’t matter. There are always people who 
haven’t finished their meals because they weren’t given enough time. We are given only 30 minutes of 
recreation a day. The rest of the time we are in school. I have one teacher who teaches me all of the 
subjects and she barely teaches us anything. She will just write things on the board and not explain them. 

7. I wear whatever clothes they give me. They have t-shirts of many colors, but you can’t choose and I was 
only given pink shirts. They took my own clothes and didn’t give me my pants back. We are only given 
5 minutes to shower each night and if we take longer the officers rush us. 

8. I met with a legal assistant from Americans for Immigrant Justice. 


9. I do not know if my father signed a parental consent form authorizing my transfer. 


10.1 get only two calls a week, only 10 minutes each call. I wish they gave me more time. 


swear under penalty of perjury that the above declaration is true and complete to 
the best of my abilities. This declaration was provided in English, a language in which I am not fluent, and was 
read back to me in Spanish, a language in which I am fluent. 
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d tf/o-t /ZrQ'l? 

August 1,2018 
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Ccrtific^iA7PP^inslation 


I, Deiiisse C. Lamas, certify that I am fluent in English and Spanish and that I 

lin Spanish. Executed this 1 st of August in Miami, 


\\ 



Denisse C 
Hispanic 
318 N John 
Kissimmee, 


i, LCSW 
ily Counseling 
loung Pkwy. Suite 6 
'L, 34741 


read the above declaration to 
Florida. 


Page 3 of 3 


Page 383 




Case 2:85-cv-04544-DMG-AGR 


Document 547-5 
#:27093 


Filed 05/31/19 Page 55 of 97 Page ID 


Exhibit 23 


Page 384 


Case 2:85-cv-04544-DMG-AGR Document 547-5 Filed 05/31/19 Page 56 of 97 Page ID 

#:27094 



I, (A# declare under penalty of perjury that the 

following is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and recollection. 


a native of Huehueten ango, Mu nicipality of Cuilco, 


1. My date of birth 1 am 

Guatemala. I lived with both my father 

(■■in Guatemala. 

2. I left Guatemala on May 17th, 2018.1 came to the United States with my father. We traveled for 
about eight days with a large group of individuals through Mexico until we reached the U.S. 
border. I crossed the border with my father near a town called Mexicali, on or about May 24 th , 
2018. It was about 8pm when we crossed the border. A few minutes later, we were intercepted 
by the border patrol, were interviewed right there, and then we were taken by vehicle to a large 
detention place. 

3. Upon our arrival to the detention center, the agents took away all of our belongings. We went 
inside where we were fingerprinted and I was separated from my father and put on a room with 
about 13 other boys. I was kept on this room for about two days and then transferred to another 
home. I asked the woman that was watching me if I could see my father and say goodbye to him 
but she said that there was no time. I asked her if I was going to see my father again and she said 
yes. 

4. I was then transported for a few hours overnight to a home. It was a home that housed about 15 
other children. I was fed and rested for about two hours, and then transported again to another 
home where I slept overnight. The next morning I was returned the clothes that had been taken 
away from me at the border and taken to the airport where they informed me they were 
transferring me once again to another home. 

5. Upon landing at another airport in the evening, I was transported to the detention center in 
Miami where I am currently detained since May 26 th , 2018. It was upon arriving to the center 
that I found out for the first time where I was. I have been on this center for 67 days. 

6. The next morning I was given a medical examination, drawn blood from my left arm and given 9 
vaccinations. For the next seven or eight days, I was not informed of anything regarding what 
was going to happen to me nor was I permitted to call my mother. I kept asking the persons 
watching me what was going to happen but they kept saying they didn’t know, that I was gonna 
be able to speak to someone later about that. 

7. About eight days after arriving to Miami, I was finally taken to meet my case manager and 

counselor. They told me that I was going to be going to school while they found my family 
members. They asked me about how I had crossed and if I had any family members in the United 
States. They contacted my uncle resides in Pennsylvania and 

asked him if he will be willing to sponsor me and he said yes. I asked them about my father’s 
whereabouts but they informed me they had no idea where he was. I was then permitted to call 
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my mother in Guatemala and she spoke to the case manager and counselor. This was the first 
time my mother found out we had been apprehended and that I had been separated from my 
father. My mother told them she agreed to have my uncle take care of me so I could 

stay in the United States as she didn't want me to return to Guatemala with her. 

8. After a month of having been brought to Miami, I found out that my father had been deported to 
Guatemala. I was able to speak to my father over the phone who told me that 1 needed to remain 
in the United States and that I was going to be sent to live with my uncle 

9. I have been in contact with my uncle and he told me he has sent all the documents the 

government requested from him and that I was going to be reunited with him soon. However, it 
has been over three weeks since my case manager told me I was going to be released to my uncle 
and it has not happened yet. 

10. Last week, my case manager said that while my uncle had already been approved to be my 
sponsor, they did not know what was going to happen to me right now because my case is 
stopped right now. She also said that they were going to do a blood test to me and my father to 
confirm that he is my father. 

11. In the mean time, as I wait for news 1 remain here in Miami without knowing what is going to 
happen to me. My parents don’t know either. 

12.1 have been able to call my family twice per week, for about 10 minutes. However, there have 
been times where I am not permitted to speak more than five minutes or sometimes I am rushed 
to hang up because they need to take me back to my room or because the case manager needs the 
phone. 


swear under penalty of peijury that the above declaration is true and 
complete to the best of my abilities. This declaration was provided in Spanish, a language in which I am 
fluent, and was read back to me in Spanish. 



bZloilmR 

Date 
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Certificate of Translation 


I, Victoria Mesa-Estrada, certify that I am fluent in English and Spanish and that I read the above 


declaration to 


lin Spanish. Executed this 31st of July, 2018, in Miami, Florida. 


Dale: 6%JojJZor^ 

Victoria Mesa-Estrada 
Florida Legal Services, Inc. 

1880 N. Congress Ave. Suite 205 
Boynton Beach, FL 33426 
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Declaration of 
NUMBE 



1, declare under penalty of perjury that the following is 

true and correct to the best of my knowledge and recollection. 


1. My date of birth is 



I am from Mexico. 


2. I was apprehended by myself at the border. 1 don’t remember what month it was. At that moment I had 
fallen on the ground and one of the CBP officers put his foot over me and said: “Do you want to run?” 


3. I was taken to a place we called “la hielera.” I was there for 9 hours. 


4. Then they took me to a place we called “la perrera.” T was there for four days. I was only allowed to 
shower once during those four days. Both breakfast and dinner consisted of a rice and beans burrito and 
milk. They didn't give us lunch, only some cookies and a juice around noon. 

5. Then they brought me to the Homestead Temporary Shelter for Unaccompanied Children, where 1 have 
been for about 43 days. 

6. I don’t think they give enough food here. I leave every meal feeling hungry. I also don’t thin k the eggs 
are real, I think they are powder. 

7. Recently, the officers did a search of my room while we were gone. We came back from class and 
everything was in disarray. They took some cookies I had been saving. Many of us have to save snacks 
because we get hungry in between meals. 

8. One of the officers, named is always mad at us. One time he told us to get off of the boxes we use 
to store our belongings saying: “None of you have enough money to pay for it if you break it.” 

9. They only give us two calls a week, for 10 minutes each. It is not enough for me. I have asked if I can 
have at least one more call a week, and they told me that two is already a lot. It is almost like being in a 
prison. All that’s missing is the cells. 

10. In the beginning of July, I was segregated, isolated, and kept alone in an empty room for 24 hours a day, 
for 8 consecutive days. The day they put me in there, I had told a “YC” that I wanted to go home. He 
took me to the medical unit and I waited there for 15 minutes. Then the same “YC” took me to an empty 
room downstairs that had 12 bunks. I think these are the rooms they use for the kids who are sick. He 
told me that I had to wait in that room until I got to go back to my country. At that time, I had not signed 
a voluntary departure. 

11. During the 8 days that I was trapped in the room alone, there was a “YC” constantly sitting outside the 
room, watching me. I ate all of my meals there. I was not allowed to leave for any reason, not even to 
drink water. I did not go to school for those 8 days. I did not go to recreation for those 8 days. They even 
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brought the phone to me. I was all alone and’W 7/rle^vou Id speak to me, except sometimes the “YC” 
would say a few words to me. 

12.1 told every “YC” and supervisor that I saw during those days that I wanted to leave. They all responded 
that they couldn’t do anything about it and that they didn't know why I was there. I once saw a nurse in 
the hallway and asked her to help me. She told me this might be the process for people who are leaving 
to go back to their country. 

13.1 cried every day because I didn't want to be there. I felt so alone that I was even losing my appetite. T 
didn’t leave the bed. 1 didn’t have anything to do. At one point they brought me Monopoly, but I 
couldn’t play alone. On the 6 th day they brought me a television. 

14. On the 7 th day, I didn’t want to eat my dinner and they offered to take me to the doctor. But I wasn’t 
sick, so I didn’t want to see a doctor. The supervisor came to see me and said he would see what he 
could do and took a picture of my badge. 

1>. On iho S"’ day around 3 p.ru. I was lei out. a wo.nan and am: told me lhe_\ would let 

me out if 1 behaved. But 1 had not done anything wrong, fflav^ieveffieen reported for any misbehavior 
here at the shelter, and 1 have no criminal history here or in my country. I was never told why 1 was put 
in there. When I got out and first saw the sun it felt amazing. 

16. My mom told me that she called the detention center’s manager and they didn’t give her an explanation 
for why I was kept alone and isolated for 8 days. 

17.1 celebrated my 16 th birthday this past 

18. My manager asked me if I had a sponsor, but 1 could not find one. I signed a voluntary departure three 
weeks ago because my mom is sick, and I am missing too much school. 1 just want to go home as soon 
as possible. 

19.1 have met with staff from Americans for Immigrant Justice. 

20. As far as I know, my mom has never been contacted by the detention center, only to ask for my birth 
certificate. 



1. swear under penalty of perjury that the above declaration is true and complete to the 

best of my abilities. This declaration was provided by me in Spanish, a language in which 1 am fluent, and was 
read back to me in Spanish. 



it » 

Date J 
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Certific^e^^RQnsfation 


I, Viviana Bonilla Lopez, certify that I am fluent in English and Spanish and that I read the above declaration to 


in Ml 


| Executed this 1 st of August in Homestead, Florida. 



Viviana Bonilla Lopez 
Southern Poverty Law Center 
P.O. Box 370037 
Miami, FL, 33137 
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Declaration of 



Numbe; 


I, \flHv (A numbe deck 

following is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and recollection. 

1. My date of birth is I am from Honduras. 




declare under penalty of perjury that the 



2. I was apprehended with my father and about 20 other people. We were taken into custody by border 
patrol shortly after crossing into the United States near El Paso, Texas on or about May 23, 2018. We 
were taken to a yelera near El Paso where we were held for a day and half. We slept on the floor in a 
large room. It was cold and we asked for blankets. I heard one of the guards say that we should not be 
given blankets because we were new here, and we needed to tough it out. The guards asked two other 
teenage girls and me to take care of younger children at the yelera, because they had been separated 
from their parents. I cared for a 2-year-old and a -3year-old child, one girl and one boy. When we were 
about to be transferred to another facility, I escaped from the guard so I could hug my father. That was 
the last time I saw him. 

3. We were taken by bus to another facility', where I cared for the two children from the yelera, and a 1- 
year-old girl. We stayed at the second facility for two days, after which I was transferred to Homestead. 

4. 1 have an adult cousin who lives in Michigan legally, whom I would like to be 

released. He has applied for permission for me to live vmrnun^According to the first case worker 
assigned to me, O^^M)aperwork was all in order. But my current case worker (my third since coming 
to Homestead) recently :old me that the fingerprints were not in the system. The staff at Homestead 
updated me yesterday on the current status. My father has since returned to Honduras. 

5. I have been at Homestead since May 27, 2018 

6. I have had to see the doctor at Homestead three different times. The doctor has given me medicine, but 
did not seek my parents’ permission or consent first. 

7. There are times here at Homestead when I have felt sad or depressed. I used to cry almost every day. I 
would talk with a clinician when I felt sad. But the staff at Homestead would not allow me to see her 
every time I felt I needed to. 


8. In Honduras I used to attend church every day. At Homestead I can only attend on Saturday. 1 used to 
talk with my pastor in Honduras often. At Homestead, I am not allowed to talk with the pastor. I miss 
going to church. 
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9. I am concerned about staff at Homestead breaking the rules. For example, they often search our personal 
belongings, and even search our underwear. 

1, under penalty of perjury that the above declaration is true and 

complet^o the best of my abilities. This declaration was provided in Spanish, a language in which I am fluent, 
and was read back to me in Spanish. 

o[/o_S_//S 

Date 



Certificate of Translation 


I, Denisse C. Lamas, certify that 1 am fluent in English and Spanish and that I read the above declaration to 

I in Spanish. Executed this 1 st day of August 2018 in Homestead, Florida. 



v- 


Denisse C. Lamas 
Hispanic Family Counseling 
6900 S. Orange Blossom Trail 
Suite 402 

Orlando. FL 32809 
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I, 

perjury that 



(A 

oTTowing is true and correct to the best of my 



ieclare under penalty of 
lowledge and recollection. 



1. My dateofbirtlGsj 
mother 

not seen him in about 12 years. 


TRERILLOS CORTES, HONDURAS. 1 was raised by my 
My father lives in the U.S. in Wilmington, NC, and I have 


2. 1 left my town in Honduras because my mother was afraid that my younger brother and I would be killed 
by a gang due to trouble at our school. Our dad lives in Wilmington, NC, and we were given 
permission by my mother to go and see him. My paternal grandfather provided us with an address of 
where my father resides in North Carolina. Our mom paid a coyote to bring my brother and me through 
Guatemala and Mexico, and then into the U.S. with the hope of finding our way to our Dad, so we could 
be safe. 

nd 1 came alone with the Coyote. The coyote accompanied 
us all the way until we reached Mexico, and eventually directed us to walk towards Texas. We traveled 
for about three hours later where my brother Jose and I were stopped by border patrol. This was on July 
27, 2018 and we arrived at this detention center In Homestead, FL on July 30. 2018. 


3. My brother Jose Al 


4. 1 have been at this current facility for three days. 

5. This facility is not secured, but I have been told that if 1 leave I will reported and it will delay my 
eventual release. 

6. I do not have a lawyer. 

7. Since being here 1 have talked to my father one time for ten minutes. I had to share the ten minutes 
with my brother Jose. I want to talk to my Dad more. 

8. 1 understand my Dad is ready, willing and able to take care of my brother and me, and that he is ready to 
come pick us up as soon as we are released. 


complete to the best of my abilities. This declaration was provided in Spanish, a language in which I am fluent, 
and was read back to me in Spanish. 

_ 

Date 
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I, MARSH^MENA^ertit^ha^uT^luent in English and Spanish and that 1 read the above declaration to 

Spanish. 



HISPANIC FAMILY COUNSELING 
6900 S. ORANGE BLOSSOM TR. 
ORLANDO, FL 32809 
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^^^^^Declaration of 

\ m 



5. 


6 . 


7. 

8 . 


I, M_ 

true and correct to 



___|declare under penalty of perjury that the following is 

sst of my knowledge and recollection. 



I am from COBAN, GUATEMALA. I came to the U.S with my father 
I came to the U.S for, among other reasons, a chance for a better education. 
I crossed the border from Mexico into Mcallen, Texas. We were traveling with a coyote, and with a 
friend of my father and his son. We crossed the border on May 24, 2018 and we were stopped by border 
patrol within 10 minutes. 

After apprehension, I was with my father in a border facility for 2 days before my father was sent to 
another facility and later deported. I have not seen my father or any other family members since that 
day. Two days after I was separated from my father, I was put on a plane and eventually brought to this 
current facility wher^Uiav^eei^etained for 73 days. 

I to^a cousin, lives in Houston, Texas. I have spoken once with my cousin 

v ^H wh o is willing and able to care for me in his household. I have als o spok en with both my mother 
and father in Guatemala and they approve of me living with my cousin vHH 

1 am told by my social worker that my case has not yet been “open”. My cousin V^^tells me that he is 
only awaiting receipt of the paperwork in order to do whatever is necessary to have me released to him. 

I understand that I am not allowed to leave this facility and I am told that if I attempt to leave or escape, 

I will be deported. I have also been told that I can request deportation back to Guatemala at any time, but 
that, if I hope to have the possibility of release to my cousin 1 must wait on the necessary paperwork. I 
am willing to wait as long as reasonably necessary to accomplish this because it is my strong desire to 
be released to my cousins care so that I can remain in the U.S 
As far as I know, I do not have a lawyer. 

As far as I know, no one at the facility where I am detained has sought parental consent for any transfer 
of me. 

9. Since being here, I have spoken to both my parents about five times. I am allowed to call them twice a 
week for a duration of 10 minutes. 

10.1 am worried that I do not know my current status, or how much longer I will be at this facility, or where 
I will be sent next. 



_swear under penalty of perjury that the above declaration is true and complete 

of my abilities. This declaration was provided in Spanish, a language in which I am fluent, and was 


read back to me in Spanish. 




Date 
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Certificate of Translation 


I, MARSHA M. MENA, certify that I am fluent in English and Spanish and that I read the above declaration to 

Spanish. Executed this l sl of August in Homstead, FL. 



MARSHA M. MENA 
HISPANIC FAMILY COUNSELING 
6900 S. ORANGE BLOSSOM TR. 
ORLANDO, FL 32809 
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I, 


peijury that 


■ G | 

)W 


declare under penalty of 


owing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and recollection. 


1. My date of birth is am thirteen years old. I amanativeofLaEncaniacion, 

Municipality Ocotcpcquc^onduras. I lived father my 

step mother and my siblings. I don’t have a mother as she died in 2006. 

2. 1 do not have an attorney representing me in immigration. 

3. I felt Honduras with my father on May 15 th , 2018. It took us about one month to make it to the 
U.S. border. We crossed the border near McAllen, Texas. Upon crossing the river, we were 
immediately apprehended by the border patrol. My father and I were then taken to a station 
where we were separated upon arrival. I was put on cell with other children until the next day 
when I was momentarily reunited with my father as they transported us to another center called 
“La Perrera.” 

4. Upon arriving to la Perrera, I was separated from my father again. I was told by a guard that I 
was going to be reunited later on with my father; however, this was the last time I ever so my 
father. 

5. I was placed on a huge cell that had approximately 200 boys. I remained on this place for about 
three and one half days. At this location, I was permitted to shower, was fed and was given a mat 
to sleep on the floor with an aluminum blanket. I was then taken to the airport and sent to Miami, 
where I have been since then. I believe I arrived to Miami on June 20 th , 2018.1 have been at this 
center for about 50 days. 

6. After having been fed, and medically examined, I was permitted to shower and go to bed. The 
next day I was given vaccinations and permitted to rest for the rest of the day. About two days 
later, I met my counselor and case manager who told me that I could remain in the United States 
if my father permitted me to and that I could perhaps go a live with a family mem ber if I had 

someone in the United States. I told them 1 had my aunt who lived in 

Atlanta, Georgia but 1 did not have her phone number. Then, they called my family in Honduras 
and I was able to speak to my step mother who told me she didn’t know the whereabouts of my 
father. She told me she would get me my aunt’s information so we could call her. 

7. About ten days later, I found out my father has been deported back to Honduras. I was able to 
speak to him and he told me he did not want me to return to Honduras. He told me that he 
wanted me to go and live with my aunt J^^in Atlanta. 

8. My aunt has been working with my case manager and is trying to bring me to her home. I was 
told by my case manager that they first need to make sure that my aunt is really my family 
member before they can send me to her. I was told by my case manager that my aunt must get 
her finger prints done and then the government will decide if I could go with her. 


Page 1 of 2 


Page 402 







Case 2:85-cv-04544-DMG-AGR Document 547-5 Filed 05/31/19 Page 74 of 97 Page ID 

#:27112 

9. To this day, I still don’t know when will 1 be sent to my aunt’s home. I am desperate right now 
and really want to leave this place and be home with my loved us. I am very sad and feel very 
lonely. 



swear under penalty of peijury that the above 
declaration is true and complete to the best of my abilities. This declaration was provided in Spanish, a 
language in which I am fluent and was read back to me in Spanish. 



g/l l^r-g 

Date 


Certificate of Translation 


1, Victoria Mesa-Estrada, certil 
declaration to N 
2018, in Miami, 



jha^^n^uenU^nglisl^nd Spanish and that I read the above 

[in Spanish. Executed this 31st of July, 


V Ifelcwv (j Date: &/\ j2&\ Q 

Victoria Mesa-Estrada 
Florida Legal Services. Jnc. 

1880 N. Congress Ave. Suite 205 
Boynton Beach, FL 33426 
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I, J(A# declare under penalty of perjury 

that the following is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and recollection. 

1. My date of birth is I am a native of Mataquescuntla. Municipality of 

Jalapa, Guatemala. I lived with my grandmother in Aldea Morales, 

Mataquescuntla, Guatemala. My parents also lived in Guatemala but I did not reside with them 
since the age of 13 years old. 

states father ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^Hmystep-mother MSI 

land sister 

juatemala because our lives were in danger. My father operated a small restaurant in Aldea San 
Rafael, municipality of Santa Rosa, and was being extorted by the Mara Gangs in his locality. 
Despite my father having asked from protection from authorities to stop the extortion, nothing 
was done by us. On December 30 th , 2017, my father was stabbed at least five times by the men 
who were extorting him, and he almost died. Because my father is diabetic, he was very delicate. 

3. After my father was stabbed and in the process of recovering, he began getting threatening calls 
that they were going to kidnapped me and my family. The police didn’t do anything to protect 
us. We decided to escape Guatemala and come to the United States and seek asylum. 

4. I left Guatemala on or about May 22 nd , 2018. We traveled for about one month and one half as 
we were apprehended in Mexico by Mexican authorities and deported back to Guatemala. We 
crossed through Mexico again for about five days and made it to the U.S. border crossing legally 
the border as we sought asylum at the point of entry in Texas. 

5. Once we entered the border station escorted by the border patrol agents, 1 was immediately 
separated from my father. I was taken to a trailer with my step mother and little sister where 1 
remained for about four days. My step-mother and baby sister were taken to another place one 
day after we arrived and 1 never saw them again. I asked several times to the men watching me 
where my father was and if I could be reunited with him but they would yell at me telling me to 
remain quiet, and saying that I didn’t belong because the United States government didn’t want 
Guatemalans, Hondurans or Salvadorans in the United States. 

6. After four days on this trailer, I was awakening one day at about 3 in the morning. I was 
instructed to take a shower and change and that we were leaving to another place. I remember I 
was taken to a place called “la hielera” by other detainees where I was given a new set of clothes. 
Later, I was taken to a group home about 30 minutes away by car. 

7. Once I arrive to this new facility, 1 noticed there were about fifty other children. Everyone slept 
in mats in the floor. I stayed there overnight where I was fed, and the next day I was taken to the 
airport. 

8. Once on the plane, I was told that I was coming to Miami with at least 35 other children. I 
believe I arrived to Miami on June 14 th , ,2018 at around 4 in the morning. From the airport, I was 
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transported to the center in Homestead. When I first arrived to this center, I was given an 
orientation, was checked by the medical staff and given new clothes. I was also able to shower 
and then I went to sleep. _ 

9. After three days of arrival in Homestead, I was interviewed by a woman i^^^who asked me 
questions about my family, why I came to the U.S., my life style, and she also said that if I had 
any questions, I needed to speak toUB who was going to b e my counselor. 

10. Three days later, I met my case manager explained to me he was going to 

be handling my case. He asked me if I wanted to return to Guatemala and I to ld him no. He 
asked me if I had any family memb ers in th e U.S. and I told him that my Aunt 

Hj^^mmUlived in Iowa; so /^^Jcalled her and permitted me to speak to her. I called 
B^^^and she informed me she was expecting to hear from you and that she didn’t know my 
father’s whereabouts. However, she was already in contact with my step mother who was going 
to be sent to Iowa with her and my little baby sister. My aunt said she was willing to be my 
sponsor and told my social worker she could take care of me. After that, I was able to call my 
grandmother and my mother in Guatemala who also didn’t know where my father was. 

11. Two weeks after having arrived to Homestead, I was taken to see a woman who wanted to give 
me news about my father’s whereabouts. She told me my father was at another detention center 
in Texas. I was permitted to speak to my father over the phone. When we spoke, my father told 
me about everything he had gone through since we were separated. He told me he was seeking 
asylum for all of us so we didn’t have to go back to Guatemala. He said I couldn’t return to 
Guatemala so he wanted me to go to live with my aunt Bl^^^intil everything was resolved. 

12.1 have been able to speak to my father video camera and by phone a couple of times. My father 
to this day does not know what is going to happen to me and he doesn’t know the reason why I 
have not been released to the care of my aunt. 

13. On Sunday July 22nd, 2018,1 was told by the center authorities here at Homestead that by order 
of the government, I was going to be reunited with my father so the next day I was going to be 
taken to see my father. Unfortunately, it wasn’t until three days later that I was taken to the 
airport and flown to Houston, Texas. Once in Texas, 1 was taken to an office where they said my 
father would meet me. However, after waiting for over several hours, my father never arrived 
and the government took me to a home around 4 in the morning so I could sleep. 

14. On Thursday July 26 th , 2018,1 remained at the home all day waiting to be taken to see my father. 
I went to sleep again and was awaken at about three in the morning on Friday and told to gather 
my things because 1 was going to be taken back to the shelter where I had been staying- meaning 
Homestead. I asked what had happened to my father and they told me they could not reunite us 
yet because there had been some complications with my father’s flight so in the meantime, they 
needed to take me back to Miami. 

15.1 arrived to Miami once again on Friday July 27 th , 2018 and had to go through the same 
procedure as the first time. It wasn’t until August 1 st , 2018 that I was finally taken to see my 
counselor and case manager to find out what had happened to my father and why I was not 
reunited like they had said. They explained that they were no longer handling my case and to this 
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day, I still haven’t spoken to anyone to find out what is going to happen to me and when will I be 
reunited with my father. I haven’t spoken to my father either and no one knows his whereabouts. 
16.1 am very sad and frustrated because I haven’t been reunited with my family. I am very fearful 
for my father’s life if he is sent back to Guatemala. I am also very worried for my father’s health 
as he is diabetic and need to inject insulin to stay alive. I want to leave this center and be with my 
family soon. \ hope I can remain in the United States and start a new life with my family. 

wear under penalty of perjury that the above declaration is true 
and complete to the best of my abilities. This declaration was provided in Spanish, a language in which I 
am fluent, and was read back to me in Spanish. 





% 


Certificate of Translation 


1, Victoria Mesa-Estrada. certif 


declaration to N| 
Miami, Florida. 


I I 


Jha^English and Spanish and that 1 read the above 
pn Spanish. Executed this 31st of July, 2018, in 


Date: | 1 /^ 1 % 

Victoria Mesa-Estrada 
Florida Legal Services. Inc. 

1880 N. Congress Ave. Suite 205 
Boynton Beach, FL 33426 
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Declaration of 



and correct to the best of my knowledge and recollection. 


declare under penalty of peijury that the following is true 


1. My date of birth is 


I am from Guatemala. 


2. I left my home town of Peten, Guatemala with my father. Once we crossed the border in Texas, CBP 
arrested us within an hour. We were separated immediately, but it took 8 hours until I was told my father 
would be sent somewhere else to West Texas Detention Facility in Sierra Blanca, TX. From the CBP 
offices I went to a holding cell that I describe as being cold. And I was put in a room with ten others. I 
was there for one day. 


3. The next day, I was transported by airplane tcGIomestead, Florida on May 23. Once I got here, it took 7 
days before I got to see my case manager (j^H. It took another week before I was informed that 
Homestead tracked down my father, who was detained in Sierra Blanca, Texas. The next day, I was able 
to talk with him by phone (10 minutes). After that, I had to ask my case worker to set up a time to call 
my dad. The place where my father was detained would then set up a time for us to talk. It usually was 
scheduled for every two weeks and the call lasted for ten minutes each time. 


4. I have an uncle, I 


_who is my father’s oldest brother. I was able to talk with my uncle 

and mother in Peten7 days after arriving in Homestead. After that, I spoke with both of them twice a 
week for ten minutes. 


5. Three weeks ago today, my father arrived back home in Peten. I’m not sure if he was asked to sign a 
voluntary document for departure. 

6. Since his arrival back home, I have spoken with my father 4 different times. He felt shameful that we 
were separated, and was quite worried about what was happening to me in Homestead. 

7. I was told by my dad that he was trying to get a family friend to agree to house me during my time in the 
U.S. That friend said he was willing to take care of me, but once the government sent him the paper 
work necessary for me to be released, my father was told the friend changed his mind. The friend was 
concerned about the legal requirements of guardianship. 

8. My case manager informed me that I was going to have legal consultation as to what would happen to 
me next. On May 29,1 was given a “Know Your Rights” presentation by Americans for Immigrant 
Justice. On May 31,1 received a legal screening. 

9. But I was never advised by the facility or CBP agents that I have the right to call my country’s 
consulate. Rather, they are the ones that came to my current facility around two months ago, and that’s 
when they met with me. 
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10. Right now, I miss my mom. She is sick in the hospital and I want to go home. Twenty days ago, I 
informed my case manager that I was willing to leave the U.S. voluntarily. But I was told, you have to 
speak with the legal department They are the ones who told me the process for me to return home will 
not be quick and I may be in Homestead, FL for an undisclosed amount time. It’s hard for me to 
understand what is preventing me from joining my family. Meantime, my mother’s illness may get 
worse. 

11.1 have yet to see an immigration judge. 


A swear under penalty of perjury that the above declaration is true 

and complete to the best of my abilities. This declaration was provided in Spanish, a language in which I am 
fluent, and was read back to me in Spanish. 
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I, Karla De Anda, certify that I am fluent in English and Spanish and that 1 read the above declaration to, D| 
Spanish. Executed this 31th day of July in Homestead, Florida. 



122 E. Colonial Drive, Ste. 100 
Orlando, Florida 32801 
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Declaration of ( 
A# 



the following is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and recollection. 


I, 



(A# 



declare under penalty of perjury that 


1. My date of birth is 



am fifteen years old. I am from the municipality of 



Playa Grande, Guatemala. I used to live with my parent: 


and 




ind my older sister before coming to the United States. 


2. I do not have an attorney representing me in immigration. 

3. I left Guatemala with my father to come to the United States on May 10 th , 2018. We traveled for 
about 12 days before we arrived to the U.S. border. On May 22 nd , 2018, we showed up at the El 


Paso, Texas Point of entry and sought asylum. We were immediately taken by vehicle to a 


facility to be interviewed. Once we arrived there, I was separated from my father and put in a cell 
with other minors. I remained in this place for about one day. 

4. A day later, I was told I was being taken to another place. I asked if my father was coming and 
they said they didn’t know. I was not permitted to say goodbye to my father. I have not seen my 
father since this day. 

5. I was taken to an airport and traveled by air fust to Houston, and then to Miami. I arrived to 
Miami in the afternoon of May 24 th , 2018. I was given an orientation, fed, clothed and I as 
examined by a doctor who gave me vaccine shots. Then I went to shower and went to sleep. 

6. The next day, I was taken to see my case manager and counselor and they told me they didn’t 
know where my father was. I was told they were going to help me with my case and I was able to 
call my mother in Guatemala. My mother spoke to me and she told me she didn’t know what had 
happened to my father. She had not heard from him yet. 

7. During my first conversation with my case manager, she asked me if I wanted to return to 

Guatemala and I said no. She asked me if I had any family member in the United States and I 
told her that my cousin in the U.S. but I didn’t know where 

and I didn’t have his contact info. So my case manager said 1 needed to find ano ther sponsor to 
help me. I later told my case manager that my brother in law J^^^^^^^^^|also lived in the 
U.S. and he resided in Texas but I did not have his contact information either. 

8. About two weeks later, someone came to see me and she told me that she was gonna let me 

speak to my father over the phone. 1 spoke to my father and he told me he was still in Texas and 
didn’t know what was his future. My father toldme I couldn’t return to Guatemala and that he 
wanted me to stay in the U.S. with my cousin Unfortunately, my cousin later said 

he couldn’t take care of me. 

9. On or about July 3 rd , 2018, I called my mother and found out that my father had already been 
deported to Guatemala. I spoke to my father and he told me he did not want me to return to 
Guatemala with him and that I needed to remain in the U.S. 
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10. To this day, I still don’t know what is going to happen to me as I have not spoken to my case 
manager for over two weeks. My counselor has continued to see me but she doesn’t have any 
information about my case. I spoke to my father yesterday, and he told me he is trying to get my 
brother in law to be my sponsor but he doesn’t know if and when I will be sent to be with him. 

11.1 really want to leave this place and find out more about my case. I don't know anything about 
what will happen to me. I am very sad and scaled. I don’t understand why 1 am not given any 
information as to what is going to happen to me. 

I, under penalty of perjury that the above declaration is true 

and complete to the best of my abilities. This declaration was provided in Spanish, a language in which I 
am fluent, and was read back to me in Spanish. 



o?(d 

Date 


Certificate of Translation 


I, Victoria Mesa-Estradmcerti^thatlamnuentinEnglish and Spanish and that I read the above 


declaration to 
Miami, Florida. 



in Spanish. Executed this 31st of July, 2018, in 


V1 Date: 6^ ^ 1 I '^1 IS 

Victoria Mesa-Estrada 
Florida Legal Services, Inc. 

1880 N. Congress Ave. Suite 205 
Boynton Beach, FL 33426 
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Declaration of 
IA NUMBER 



I, under penalty of perjury that 

and correct to the best of my knowledge and recollection. 

1. My date of birth am from SANSUR PALENCIA, GUATEMALA. 

to the U.S father 

At my request my mother and father agreed that I could come to the US, in order to get a better 
education to fulfill my hope of becoming a teacher of physical education. I completed the 6 th grade in 
Guatemala, but my father could not afford further education for me. In part, because, of his obligation to 
take care of his brother, my uncle who has a crippling injury. For my security, my dad agreed to 
accompany me to the US, and my mother agreed to the plan. 

3. We traveled by bus through Mexico. At some point the bus stopped and we were directed to get out and 
walk across a dry riverbed. My father and I did so, and were detained by border patrol within a few 
minutes. 

4. My father and I were together in the same facility for several days. I was then told that I would be 
separated from my dad. We were put on a bus and traveled a-ways. The bus stopped and my dad among 
other adults were told to get off. I had a brief opportunity to say goodbye to my dad and he told me we 
would be reunited. I believed him. I was then taken to a second facility and later to this present facility 
where I have been detained for one month and twenty-two days. 

aunt her husband and her 

willing and able to have me join them in their household. My parents also agree also to this plan. I 
understand that paperwork has been sent, or is being sent at around this time to my aunt for this purpose. 

6. I do not have an attorney 

7. I understand that my social worker has spoken to my parents and has obtained their consent for my 
transfer to my aunt’s custody. 

8. 1 am allowed to talk to my parents twice a week for ten minutes each time. 

I, swear under penalty of perjury that the above declaration is true and complete to 

the best of m^Klitie^Lai^eclaiation was provided in Spanish, a language in which I am fluent, and was 
read back to me in Spanish. 



SJqlJM- 

Date 
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Certificate of Translation 


I, MARSH^M^ENA^ertify that I am fluent in English and Spanish and that I read the above declaration to 

Spanish. Executed this 1 st of August in Homstead, FL. 



SHA M. MENA 
HISPANIC FAMILY COUNSELING 
6900 S. ORANGE BLOSSOM TR. 
Suite 402 

ORLANDO, FL 32809 
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Declaration of 



NUMBER 



I. A number declare 

following mrae anc^on^cncUn^esUn my knowledg^incHrecollection. 

1. My date of birth 1 am from Guatemala. 

2. I came to the United States, in part, because I was targeted by a gang member who threatened to 
kill me. 

3. I was apprehended with my father, HHHJ in mid-May at the border. I do not remember the exact 
date. They took us to a detention center, but I am not familiar with the name. I spent one day there, but I 
did not stay overnight. My father and I were kept in different rooms there. I was only given crackers and 
a juice that tasted like medicine. 

4. Hours later my father and I were moved to another place. At this second place, parents were separated 
by gender and children were separated from both of the parents. My father was taken away the next day. 
Shortly after, he was deported. We were not allowed to say goodbye. I woke up and my father was no 
longer there. I was at this second location for two days. All I was given to eat was bread with a frozen 
piece of ham and the same juice that tasted like medicine. I was only there overnight. 

5. The next place I was taken to is called “la hielera” by the people who stay there. I was there for 3 days. 
The meals there consisted of a little bit of water, milk, an apple, and a tortilla with beans. The place 
reminded me of the cages where you keep chickens. We were often cold because all they gave us was a 
thin aluminum blanket. 

6. On May 22, 2018,1 was brought to Homestead Temporary Shelter for Unaccompanied Children. I have 
been here since then. 

7. In the mornings we are only ever given eggs for breakfast. I wish there was more variety. We only get 
15 minutes for our dinner and often people are not able to finish their meals. I have not been able to 
finish my meal at least 3 times. 

8. Whenever we are in the rooms we all have to sit in our own bed and the officers do not even let us get 
up to go to the bathroom. We have to ask for permission. This happens for 2 hours before bed every day. 
They turn off the light at 10 p.m. every night, even if you are not done getting ready. One girl fell and 
broke her arm when they turned off the light while she was still showering. We also only get 5 minutes 
to shower. If you go over the officers rush you. 

9. I go to school here every day. We are mostly taught English and barely any other subjects. My favorite 
class is math but here we are only taught math for 7 minutes every day. I wish they taught me math for 
longer. Sometimes the teacher speaks to us only in English and we can’t understand her. 

10. One time the officers searched everyone’s belongings looking for food, nail clippers, pencils, or erasers. 
They confiscated those things. The search happened while we were all gone. 
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11. We only get 20 minutes of recreation each day. I wish they gave us more time. 

12. We are given all of the clothing we wear. I do not like it because it’s too big on me. 

13. My cousin, /^^^|will be my sponsor. We are waiting for the government to approve this placement. 

14.1 have spoken to an attorney at Americans for Immigrant Justice. 

15.1 am not aware of my father being asked for parental consent when I was moved from one detention 
center to another. 


16. I am only given two phone calls a week, each for 10 minutes. One time I was still talking to my mom 
and went a bit over and was told 1 had to hang up. I wish I had more time, sometimes even 15 or 20 
more seconds. My parents give me advice and tell me to have faith. 


I, 


swear under penalty of perjury that the above declaration is true and complete 
to the best of my abilities. This declaration was provided in Spanish, a language in which I am fluent, and was 
read back to me in Spanish. 
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Certific^e^(7f~^ranslation 


I, Viviana Bonilla L6pez, certify that I am fluent in English 
in Executed this 


and Spanish and that I read the above 
of August in Homestead, Florida. 


declaration to 



Southern Poverty Law Center 
P.O. Box 370037 
Miami, FL, 33137 
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A NUMBER 



I, ( A declare 

the followin^^me and correct to the best of my knowledge and recollection. 


1. My date of birth is 


ll am from Guatemala. 


2. In part, I left because I was targeted by gang members who beat me. 


3. Mv lather.^^^^Bmd I crossed the border in November 2016 and presented ourselves to immigration 
officials. W^we^letained together for 10 days, where we were interviewed and fingerprinted. My 
father and I were then taken to Naples, FL. We lived together until June 11,2018. About 6 months ago, 
my 17-year-old cousin came to the U.S. to live with us. On June 11, 2018, immigration officials called 
us and told us that we needed to come to an appointment in Ft. Myers, FL. On Tuesday, June 12, 2018, 
before we had a chance to go, immigration officials came to our house and detained us. They took us to 
Ft. Myers and checked our fingerprints. Officials separated me from my father and my cousin and I 
stayed in a hotel in Naples, FL that night. On June 13, 2018, my cousin and I were brought to the 
Homestead Temporary Shelter for Unaccompanied Children. 


4. On July 22, 2018, after 40 days of bei ng in Homestead , they told me to pack my tilings because I was 
being transferred to see my sponsor, A^^f^^^fmy pastor in Naples, FL who is a friend of my 
family. But this was a lie. Instead they took me on a plane to BCFS Texas Harlingen, a detention for 
children in Texas. I was confused as to why they were taking me on a plane, since my sponsor lives in 
Naples, FL. They told me I was going to be reunited with my father. I told them that this was not 
possible since he had already been deported. I knew this because my mom had told me over the phone. 
They took me anyway. When I arrived I told the officials again that my father had already been 
deported. I was only there for four days and then they brought me back. The conditions at that center 
were worse than in Homestead. They barely gave us any food, just salad and rice with beans. 1 was only 
given meat one time in the four- days I was there, it was chicken. They would also wake us up in the 
morning and made one of the five of us who shared a room mop the floors before we could go eat 
breakfast. 


5. On July 27, 2018,1 was returned to the Homestead Temporary Shelter for Unaccompanied Children. 

6. I have told the counselor and social worker at the center that 1 want to be released to 

No one has confirmed to me that this will happen or when. My mom sent a power of attorney and my 
sponsor gave her fingerprints. I have spoken on the phone with my sponsor and she told me that they are 
asking her for more photos of us together. But we only ha ve two. I am not sure what is going to happen. 
My cousin also wanted to be released to A^^^^^^Hbut the social worker told my cousin that he 
had only known my pastor for 5 or 6 montns^m^na^as not enough to be released to her. 

7. At this facility, I am not allowed to move around alone. I am always accompanied. The dorms do not 
have doors. Only the dining hall and the area where we make phone calls have doors and those are not 
locked. We have not been told what will happen if we try to leave the facility. 
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8. I have not spoken an immigration attorney. #-27133 

9. I am not aware that my parents signed a parental consent form for my transfer to Texas. I don’t think my 
father signed because he had been deported to Guatemala on July 12, 2018. 


10.1 am given two calls a week. I have taken advantage of this each week since being here. Sometimes I 
have to use one of the two weekly calls to call my sponsor. We are only given 10 minutes for the call. If 
1 talk longer than 10 minutes I am sometimes told my lime is over. I wish I could talk to my parents for 
longer, 10 minutes is too little. I tell my parents how I am doing. I ask them when I can get out and if 
they have spoken to my sponsor. 

complete to the best of my abilities. This declaration was provided in Spanish, a language in which I am fluent, 
and was read back to me in Spanish. 



flS/ot Izoif, 

August 1, 2018 
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CertificafefrFyMislation 


I, Karla De 

Cl 



I am fluen t in English and Spanish and that I read the above declaration to 
in Spanish. Executed this 1 st of August in Miami, Florida. 


Larla De Anda 
Florida Legal Services, Inc. 

122 E. Colonial Drive, Ste. 100 
Orlando, FL, 32801 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 


I, Peter Schey, declare and say as follows: 

I am over the age of eighteen years of age and am a party to this action. I am 

employed in the County of Los Angeles, State of California. My business address is 

256 S. Occidental Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90057, in said county and state. 

On this date, May 31, 2019,1 electronically filed the following document(s): 

• EXHIBITS IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION TO ENFORCE THE 
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT [REDACTED VERSION OF DOCUMENTS 
PROPOSED TO BE FILED UNDER SEAL] VOL. 3 OF 5 

with the United States District Court, Central District of California by using the 

CM/ECF system. Participants in the case who are registered CM/ECF users will be 

served by the CM/ECF system. 


/s/Peter Schey 
Attorney for Plaintiffs 
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